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means for quickly removing a said component and thereafter 
replacing said component with a new component, wherein said 
new component connects to said input/output device via a 
, universal connect or . 

REMARKS 

This amendment is in response to the Office Action 
dated December 18, 2002, 

Referring initially to paragraphs 1-2 of the Office 
Action, claims 39-46 and 49-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
112, 2'^ paragraph as reciting indefinite subject matter. In 
response to these rejections, claims 39 and 43 have been 
amended and reconsideration of the rejections thereof is 
thus respectfully requested. More particularly, although 
the claim term -substantially" is believed to be "definite" 
in meaning in view of both Federal Circuit law and MPEP 
2173.05(b) (as well as is the use of the term proximal), 
each of the (claim) paragraphs containing these limitations 
has been rewritten to delete the terms and the limitations 
that they modify (in essence, broadening the claims rather 
than narrowing them) (except as to the limitation "proximal 
said trigger" in which ^'proximal" is replaced by 
"adjacent"). In view of the above amendments, it is 
believed that claims 39-46 and 49-51 now recite "definite" 
subject matter and their rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112 are 
therefore respectfully requested to be withdrawn. 

Turning now to the prior art rejections of the claims, 
as detailed in paragraphs 3-6 of the Office Action, claims 
39, 41, 43, and 49-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
over Gross et al. in view of McCauley, and claims 40, 42, 
and 44-46 stand rejected over the above references and 
further in view of Magid et al. Reconsideration of these 
rejections is respectfully requested. 
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AS amended, independent claims 39 and 43 recite in 
pertinent part: 

«...a control mechanism for positioning a cursor, said 
control mechanism being so located on a rear facing 
portion of said grip such that both a right and left 
handed user can access said control mechanism 
employing a thumb while maintaining contact with said 
trigger with a finger..." 

As recited, the cursor control mechanism of the 
invention allows for ambidextrous control of the various 
software functions of the weapon system while 
simultaneously allowing the user to maintain a trigger 
finger in contact with a trigger. McCauley is cited by the 
Examiner (in combination with the other cited references) 
to provide the teaching of a cursor control mechanism 
located on the back or rear facing portion of a weapon 
grip. However, Applicants have, through a 37 C.F.R. 1-131 
declaration submitted herewith, demonstrated a conception 
and reduction to practice of the recited cursor control 
mechanism and its location prior to the effective date of 
the McCauley patent, in this regard, then, McCauley is not 
prior art citable against the instant application. 
Therefore, then, because neither Gross et al. or Magid, 
alone or in combination, teach all of the limitations of 
independent claims 39 and 43, each of these claims is 
believed to be patentable and their passage to issuance (as 
well as all claims dependent thereon) is respectfully 
solicited. 


5 

Received from < 301 9S3 2100 > at 413/03 3:07:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 


flPR-03-2003 15:13 HftLL. PRIDDY & MYERS 301 983 2100 P. 10/26 


Lastly, in response to their rejections over the prior 
art, claims 47-48 have been cancelled. 

Although all issues are believed to have been resolved 
in this case, if any issues remain, the Examiner is invited 
to contact the undersigned telephonically so that such 
issues may be resolved most expeditiously. 


Date : ^^^^--JLPW^ 


Respectfully Submitted, 



MatS^ A. Pequignot, Reg. No. 43,851 
Attorney for Applicant . 


HALL, PRIDDY, MYERS, & VANDE SANDE 
10220 River Road, Suite 200 
Potomac, Maryland 20854 
(301) 983-2500 


Attachments 
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MERSION VITP MARKINGS TO '^WCW CHftMGES MRDE 


In the claims_L 

"39 (Amended). A portable, wearable, information 
apparatus for collecting, coordinating, and cotmunicating 
information, said system being capable of providing real- 
time situational awareness in armed conflict conditions, 
said system comprising: 

a power supply; 

a computer for controlling functions of said 
apparatus ; 

a software interface for interacting with said 
computer; 

a display for displaying information processed by said 
computer; 

a weapon coitununicably connected to said computer, and 
having a trigger for firing said weapon; 

said weapon having a grip for handling said weapon, 
said grip located adjacent p*e«*««i said trigger; and said 
weapon having a barrel including a bore, said bore having 
an axis extending longitudinally therethrough; 

wherein said software interface is controlled by a 
weapon mounted cursor control device, said weapon cursor 
control device comprising: 

a control mechanism for positioning a cursor, said 
control mechanism having an ajcia oKtonding normally 
LL uiuto ^ nil i 1- 1 -n^----- ^nnhnninTn being so located on «ai4 
weapon proiijm-^^ a rear facing portion of said grip 
L l-. at OJ li I I II -'" ^'^ nnTH-rnl mcchani n iu lo oricnt r.r» 

^LibGtantialli co parnll r .l t u .paid a i rU u £ jaU n L,.Lin n b n r P > 
^id control m uu Ua ninr ^ fui L h L i l - n . in g I nnn t nd such that both 
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a right and left handed user can access said control 
ntechanism employing a thu^d. while maintaining contact w.th 
said trigger with a finger; and 

an actuating mechanism for performing control, 
selection, and action functions on said software interface. 


43 (Amended). A portable, wearable, information 
apparatus for collecting, coordinating, and communicating 
information, said system being capable of providing real- 
time situational awareness in armed conflict conditxons, 

said system comprising: 

an input/output device for interfacing said computer 
with components of said system, said components including: 

a display for displaying information processed by said 
computer; 

a voiceless, wireless communication means; and 
a user position location device; 
a power supply; 

a computer for controlling functions of said apparatus 
and having a software interface for interacting with said 
computer; 

wherein said apparatus further includes a weapon 
communicably connected to said computer, and having a 
trigger for firing said weapon, 

said weapon having a grip for handling said weapon, 
said grip located adjacent proitimal said trigger; and said 
weapon having a barrel including a bore, said bore having 
an axis extending longitudinally therethrough; 

wherein said software interface is controlled by a 
weapon mounted cursor control device, said weapon cursor 
control device comprising: 
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a control mechanisin for positioning a cursor-^^ said 
control mechanism t^ Kvving an aitio oKtcnding normally 
thereto, 3aid nrntr'^'' Tnr.AV.nni rrri being so located on oaid 
weapon pro3tima jr a rear facing portion of said grip e^efe 
that paid anio of aaid oontrol mochaniom ia oriented 
oubotantially oo - parallol to oaid anio of said vfcapon bore; 
oaid oontrol mcchaniom further being looatod such that both 
a right and left handed user can access said control 
mechanisifi employing a thumb while maintaining contact with 
said trigger with a finger; and 

an actuating mechanism for performing control, 
selection, and action functions on said software interface; 

wherein said input/output device comprises: 

voltage converters for converting power provided by a 
power source to voltages compatible with said components of 
said system, said voltage converters thereafter being 
capable of transmitting said converted power to said 
component s ; and 

data relays for routing data between said computer and 
said components thereby permitting said components and said 
computer to communicate; 

a plurality of universal, plug-in, plug-out connectors 
for receiving universal connectors of said components, said 
universal, plug-in, plug-out connectors further providing 
means for quickly removing a said component and thereafter 
replacing said component with a new component, wherein said 
new component connects to said input/output device via a 
universal connector , 
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